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Our 18th Season bringing live classical music to the Santa Maria Valley

Perhaps you can tell from the tagline of our

February concert, Journey of the Heart, that the

program will contain some deeply emotional and

deeply personal music. Two of the featured works are

from the Romantic period, which of course owned all

things emotional and personal when it came to creative

expression, and the third work, Appalachian Spring, is

from the early 1940’s. Aaron Copland’s suite first

began life as a full-length ballet score for the Martha

Graham Dance Company, and was centered on the

small doings of a pioneer community in the hills of

western Pennsylvania. Copland later made cuts to the

score to accommodate shorter versions for orchestral

performance, and it will be one of these revisions on

the program. Perhaps no other composer has so

perfectly captured in music the feel of being American,

and don’t be surprised if the opening measures don’t

make you want to go stand in a cornfield at dawn.

The program will also include one of the all time

passion pieces of the symphonic repertoire, the slow

movement from Gustav Mahler’s Fifth Symphony.

Used in film, played at funerals, co-opted by music

lovers who are also enjoying tragic love affairs, the

Adagietto was composed around 1901 right before

Mahler’s marriage. He lets us know, in music, how he

felt about his wife. And lastly, although Mendelssohn’s

music was a model of control, polish, and clarity, his

Italian Symphony (1833) reflects the optimism and

openness of the early Romantics—so much to see, so

much to explore. Don’t be surprised if you want to

throw on a hat, grab a walking stick, and head for

Tuscany when this music begins.

In January, the Santa Maria Philharmonic provided

fourth-graders with a field trip to “Fly Me to the Moon,”

a new work brought to life by images and video of

space and flight, accompanied by our professional

musicians. Created for the fourth-grade level by our

Music Director, Maestro Michael Nowak, and

collaborator Suzette Harbour, “Fly Me to the Moon” is

actually a flight of imagination, evoked by images from

the Hubble Space Telescope accompanied by classical

music pieces performed by the Santa Maria

Philharmonic’s professional orchestra.

Over two days and four concerts, 2049 fourth graders

from 17 different elementary schools were introduced to

the differences in sound among the various instruments

(using “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”) and were treated

to what was a first orchestra experience for almost all of

them. Read a first-hand account of the concerts in this

issue’s President’s Letter on page 2.
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Magical. There is always some-

thing very special about witnessing

an orchestra come together on a

stage and be led by a conductor in

great music. But "magical" was the

word that came to my mind when I

had the chance to witness the final

session of the children's concerts at the First Baptist

Church. The auditorium was filled with children from

Ontiveros and Alvin Schools as well as home-schooled

children. They were part of some 2000 or more 4th

graders who were able to hear Michael Nowak's

amazing program "Fly Me to the Moon." The Maestro

had an easy rapport with them. The kids were so

incredibly well-behaved and attentive. Hundreds of

hands went up when asked if this was their first time

hearing an orchestra concert. A surprisingly large

number went up as well when asked if they played a

musical instrument themselves. When the program

began with Tchaikovsky's Serenade for Strings the

powerful sound was accompanied by a visual display of

pictures in space taken by the Hubble Telescope.

Everyone present seemed spell-bound. All the

instruments of the orchestra had a moment to shine in

an arrangement of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.” And

the program just got better from there with Beethoven's

Pastoral Symphony being played as images of birds and

butterflies and other flying things were shown on the

large video screens. The whole experience renewed the

enriching sense that there is truly beauty in the world

around us and that we are all better for it.

There will be more magic I'm sure when the

February 24th concert occurs. The work of introducing

children to the beauties of music will continue as the

Philharmonic's Music Van program gets under way.

Diane Borad-Mirken is the long time coordinator for

that program and she is always looking for volunteers.

You don't have to be musically trained - just willing to

help get the instruments into the children's hands and

be present through the demonstrations. It can be an

incredibly rewarding experience. Who knows – it

might even be magical.

With appreciation, Jed Beebe

Goodwill to men was on display December 2, 2017,

at the First Baptist Church for the second concert of

the 2017-18 Season. After opening with the sweet

sounds of Bach, the orchestra was joined by the Allan

Hancock College Singers to perform spiritually rich

and uplifting pieces by Handel and Pergolesi. The sold-

out audience was both soothed and transported by

performances which set a

tone of reverence and respect

for the holiday season that

followed.

Jed Beebe,

Board President 

Photos by Betsey Weiner

A full house at First Baptist Church 

awaits the start of the concert. 

Dr. Ann Lucas provided the 

pre-concert talk as well as 

conducted the orchestra and 

choir in Pergolesi’s Magnificat. 
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As stated by Joe Payne of the Santa Maria Sun

newspaper, “the next generation of orchestra

musicians and soloists are all around us, dutifully

studying their instruments day to day.” At the sixth

annual Youth Showcase we got a taste of what that

future generation of musicians might look like. There

was a remarkable lineup of gifted young performers,

starting with 8-year-old pianist Sophia Ang. She

played works by George Telemann and Hungarian

composer Béla Bartók, and graced the audience with

her most beautiful smile when they applauded

between the pieces. What a gift it is to have that kind

of relaxed charm and rapport with the audience….at

age 8! It was a fascinating program, with music by

some of the greats like Bach and Haydn, but also

some works by lesser known composers. Pianist Andy

Shen, 11 years of age, gave a stunning performance of

a piece by Austrian composer Ernst Toch, and 17 year

old pianist Zachariah Mayberry gave a rousing

performance of a Gypsy Dance by Spanish composer

Joaquin Turina. There were many teary eyes after

vocalist Bridget Lee sang an exceedingly beautiful

performance of Cesar Franck’s Panis Angelicus. Ms.

Lee is age 15, and has already had experience

performing with opera productions in Santa Barbara.

Violinist Chase Johnson, age 12, presented a lively

performance of the Concerto No. 5 by Seitz, while 16

year old Derek Gong amazed the audience when he

performed several elegant movements from a Bach

Partita at the piano, only to return to the stage with

trumpet in hand for a stellar performance of Concert

Etude by Goedicke. Pianist Suri Kim, at 9 years of age

already has a quite a few achievements under her belt.

Last year she placed #1 in the state, for

‘Contemporary Music’ in her age category, in a

competition held by California Association of

Professional Music Teachers. On this program she

presented elegant and polished performances of works

by Haydn, and American composer Robert

Muczynski. Pianist Kara Yang played a lovely Minuet

by J.S. Bach, and Bella Osgood performed a sparkling

rendition of Variations Op.40 #1 by Kabalevsky.

The talent and dedication of this upcoming

generation of young musicians is overwhelming.

Clearly, there is a bright future for ‘Classical’ music

on the Central Coast. We look forward to many more

performances from these gifted young musicians.

Congratulations to all the students, and a big thank

you to the parents who do so much for their children.

Congratulations also to the teachers whose students

performed on this program: Warren Balfour, Alan

Boehmer, Ben Brecker, Dr. Lynne Garrett, Belva

Mehlschau Hanson, Torsten Juul-Borre, and Dr. Ingrid

Kovacs. The Society also wishes to thank the

judges, Louise Frye, Bette Byers, and Alexander Kato-

Willis, for their time and thoughtful deliberation.

Judy and Hardy Hearn, 

guests of honor and 

recipients of the Legacy 

Award for outstanding 

support of the orchestra.  

Last Fall’s annual Philharmonic Gala, sponsored by Presqu'ile Winery and the

Murphy Foundation, met both big goals: a success in producing funds for the Santa

Maria Philharmonic’s concert season and a rollicking good time for all who attended.
Many guests enjoyed donning masks and several

couples wore complete ensembles while sipping

cocktails and making bids on an array of Silent

Auction treasures. After dinner, John Glines hosted

an entertaining Live Auction while dancing to the

Riptide Big Band rounded out a truly gala evening.
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Santa Maria Philharmonic Society

To Join, to Donate, to Buy 
Tickets, or for Information

MOZART Magic Flute Overture

SHOSTAKOVICH Cello Concerto No. 1 

SCHUMANN Symphony No. 3, “Rhenish” 

April 28, 2018
Grace Baptist Church   7:30 pm

encourage open communication, and to maintain a

good working relationship between the orchestra

musicians, and the Board of Directors. The goal is to

foster trust, unity of effort, and consensus of direction.

A clear understanding of issues important to the

musicians, will help to develop a board that is better

able to make decisions for the good of all. By the

same token, a fuller understanding of the overall

affairs of the organization by the musicians, will

render a positive appreciation of the work and

dedication offered by Board members. A more unified

effort will undoubtedly benefit the health and vitality

of the organization.

As Liaison, Tom may set up regular and ad hoc

meetings with musicians representing the various

sections of the orchestra. He will attend Board

meetings when available, and will make reports to the

Board when warranted.

LOCAL COPIES ETC. 
is the Official Printer of the Santa Maria Philharmonic

FOR THE LAST CONCERT
OF THE SEASON

Violist Tom Turner will

undertake the role of Orchestra

Liaison to the Board of the

Philharmonic Society. The

purpose of Orchestra Liaison is to

December 23, 1953 - February 4, 2018

In the wee hours of Sunday morning, February 4th,

2018, we lost a member of the Santa Maria

Philharmonic family. Starting in the 1990’s, Mark

Hatchard performed with us in the viola section as

principal violist and spent years as the orchestra’s

contractor.

We were captivated by his

tales of performances with

Leonard Bernstein, Michael

Tilson Thomas, Leonard Slatkin

and Christopher Hogwood.

Mark himself also conducted

numerous orchestras. Holding a

Master of Music Degree in

Viola Performance from CSU

Northridge, Mark studied with
Louis Kievman, James Dunham and Heiichiro Ohyama.

He in turn taught many young musicians in public and

private schools as well as his personal studio.

We will miss his music, wit, storytelling and above

all, his friendship.
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